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S
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N
D

AY AFTER
N

O
O

N
: P

ETS

W
inter’s tails

T
H

E
 M

A
G

IC
 of ow

ls w
as fascin

ating m
an

kind long 
before JK

 R
ow

ling p
en

ned the fi rst H
arry P

otter 
novel. T

h
roughout h

istory, som
e cu

ltu
res have 

hailed these noctu
rn

al hu
nters for their w

isdom
 

w
h

ile others feared them
 as p

ortents of doom
.

F
or birders, seeing an ow

l alw
ays invigorates 

a d
ay outdoors, be it m

arvelling at a ghostly barn 
ow

l fl oating over a m
eadow

 or d
iscovering 

a roosting taw
ny p

eering from
 an ivy-clad p

erch
.

A
p

art from
 the con

fusion th
row

n up by a d
aytim

e 
long-eared ow

l, the fi ve sp
ecies regu

larly seen in 
B

ritain are all easy to identify by sight or ear. E
ven 

those sp
ecies rarely seen on ou

r shores such as the 
elusive T

engm
alm

’s ow
l or rare haw

k ow
l can be 

called w
ith con

fi dence if given reason
able view

s.
B

irders w
ho th

in
k ow

l identifi cation is noth
ing 

but a hoot w
ill be in for a rude aw

aken
ing w

hen 
they begin read

ing an early contender for th
is 

year’s best bird book.
U

nd
iscovered O

w
ls is the latest creation of the 

inspiration
al S

ou
nd A

pproach team
 and follow

s in 
their fi nest trad

itions of creating a su
m

ptuous book 
of both utm

ost beauty and revelation
.

D
raw

ing clues from
 a bird by carefu

lly listen
ing 

and an
alysing its vocalisations is the raison d’être 

of the S
ou

nd A
pproach’s handpicked exp

erts w
ho 

have op
ened a w

hole new
 d

im
ension to bird

ing 
w

h
ile breaking dow

n scientifi c barriers in an age 
w

hen genetics often tru
m

p
s trad

ition
al fi eldw

ork.
L

ed by m
usician and exp

ert sou
nd

-record
ist 

M
agnus R

obb, S
ou

nd A
pproach has scou

red the 
length and breadth of the W

estern P
alearctic, the 

zoogeograph
ical region that sp

ans from
 the A

zores 
to the U

rals and A
rctic to the S

ahara, listen
ing and 

d
igitally record

ing ow
ls in their w

ild dom
ains.

W
hat readers soon d

iscover from
 the book – and 

fou
r C

D
s contain

ing 327 record
ings – is that ow

l 
taxonom

y across E
u

rop
e, N

orth A
frica and the 

M
idd

le E
ast is far m

ore com
plex than anyone 

exp
ected and that 27 sp

ecies exist in the region
.

F
or instance, rather than one typical barn ow

l 
there are fou

r sp
ecies, the others living on the 

island
s of M

adeira, C
ap

e V
erde and the C

an
aries.

 U
n

discovered ow
ls by Sou

n
d A

pproach costs £39.95 
from

 sou
n

dapproach.co.u
k
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LIFE
F

or details of how
 to care for w

ild 
birds visit the C

J W
ildB

ird F
ood

s 
w

ebsite at birdfood.co.uk/S
E or you

 
can

 call 0800 731 2820 for a free 
C

atalogu
e O

f G
arden

 W
ildlife.

W
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W
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IN
TER

 
Follow

 him
 on tw

itter: @
birderm

an or em
ail stuart.w

inter@
express.co.uk

I T
H

IN
K

 all prim
ary schools shou

ld have 
their ow

n allotm
ent and each class have 

at least one lesson a w
eek tend

ing it. 
I reckon one lesson p

er d
ay w

ou
ld be 

enough to keep it in shap
e. It w

ou
ld be an 

extrem
ely healthy and education

al 
activity and the kid

s w
ou

ld love it.
T

hey shou
ld learn that vegetables don’t 

actu
ally start life in plastic p

ackages. B
ut 

then
, even sup

erm
arket vegetables that 

aren’t kept in plastic p
ackages are kept 

so cold they have no sm
ell. 

P
u

ll a carrot or a leek on the allotm
ent 

and sm
ell it; there is a glorious 

d
ifference. C

h
ild

ren w
ou

ld d
iscover 

a new
 w

orld
: the w

orld of real vegetables 
that they w

ill W
A

N
T

 to eat. O
nce they get 

into it they cou
ld even have guessing 

gam
es. G

uess the veg by sm
ell, 

blind
folded

. F
u

n and education at the 
sam

e tim
e. T

hey w
ou

ld enjoy learn
ing 

about the benefi ts of com
p

ost and 

replen
ish

ing the soil, d
igging and raking, 

sow
ing a seed

, w
atch

ing it grow
, then at 

the end they get to eat it. F
antastic.

It’s also som
eth

ing they’ll learn that 
w

ill gu
ide their futu

re into helping them
 

to slow
 dow

n in th
is forever accelerating 

life. Y
ou can’t rush a p

arsn
ip or a p

ea. H
e 

com
es up in h

is ow
n tim

e so you gotta go 
at h

is p
ace. I th

in
k he’s got it right.

Y
ears ago an allotm

ent w
as deem

ed to 
be an old p

erson’s p
astim

e. F
or the life of 

m
e I don’t know

 w
hy. P

erhap
s it w

as 
because it w

asn’t “cool”. T
hose w

ho kept 
allotm

ents w
ore fl at cap

s, sm
oked pip

es 
and w

ore bagg
y-crutched trousers. 

(A
ctu

ally that’s “cool” now
, ain’t it?) 

S
om

e p
eople w

orry about not being 
“cool”. In fact a lot of p

eople do. It’s never 
bothered m

e. It’s good or bad as far as 
I’m

 concerned and allotm
ents have 

alw
ays been good

. I started m
ine w

hen 
I w

as in m
y 20s. B

ut that’s another th
ing. 

E
verybod

y keep
s cou

nting up how
 old 

they are... T
hen they com

e out w
ith th

ings 
like, “I can’t do that now

 I’m
 50” and “I 

can’t do that now
 I’m

 60” and so on
. If 

they d
id

n’t keep cou
nt they w

ou
ld

n’t 
know

 how
 old they w

ere w
ou

ld they? B
ut. 

P
eople do. H

ere’s another th
ing. 

S
om

ebod
y said to m

e the other d
ay, “I’d 

love to learn to play the piano but I’m
 too 

old
. I’m

 60. I’ll be 70 by the tim
e I’ll be 

able to say I can play.”
“O

K
,” I said

. “D
o you w

ant to be a 
70-year-old w

ho can play the piano or a 
70-year-old w

ho can’t play the piano?”
  T

ickets for A
n

 A
u

dien
ce W

ith C
has 

H
odges, M

ay 2, at F
litch G

reen
 A

cadem
y 

are available from
 playclu

b2015.com
.

A
ll A

bou
t U

s, T
he C

has &
 D

ave Story 
w

ritten
 by C

has H
odges is pu

blished by 
John

 B
lake. chashodges.co.u

k
F

ollow
 C

has on
 T

w
itter @

C
hasA

llotm
en

t 

1
2

3
4

5
6

7
8

The B
irdm

an

A new book reveals that owls are 
m

ore m
ysterious than we thought

Picture: GETTY
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TR
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S

FU
L: C

ats and dogs m
ay m

iss old haunts and friends

O
V

IN
G

 hom
e is 

said to be the 
third m

ost 
traum

atic thing 
w

e experience in 
our lives after 

bereavem
ents and relationship 

breakdow
ns. E

verything from
 

arranging a m
ortgage to fi nding 

schools and discovering those 
snags you m

issed during the 
estate agent view

ing sends 
blood pressure soaring. 

T
he stress of being uprooted 

is even w
orse for pets. L

osing 
cherished territories w

ith all 
their hom

ely sm
ells and those 

treasured nooks and crannies 
w

here anim
als can escape w

hen 
they w

ant solitude can be 
devastating for them

.
C

ats w
ith their free-roam

ing 
w

ays are particularly vulnerable 
w

hen they suddenly fi nd 
them

selves plonked in a 
new

 neighbourhood w
ith its 

long-established feline pecking 
order. F

ights w
ith the old kits on 

the block, or cats going m
issing, 

can be the consequences of 
not taking the right steps to 
settle an anim

al into its 
new

 hom
e. 

F
or dogs, suddenly arriving in 

new
 surroundings can be 

equally stressful and only 
creates further w

oes for ow
ners 

already burdened by seem
ingly 

endless “things to do” lists.
T

here is one essential thing 
every dog ow

ner should have 
ringed on their m

oving day 
battle chart: ensuring a pet’s 
m

icrochip details are updated. 
U

nfortunately, nearly half of all 
hom

e m
overs forget to pass on a 

pet’s new
 address to databases.

M
icrochipping is a 

fundam
ental responsibility. 

T
axpayers and anim

al w
elfare 

charities fork out £33 m
illion a 

year on looking after stray dogs 
that cannot be readily identifi ed.

F
rom

 A
pril 6 next year it w

ill 
be com

pulsory for all dogs over 
eight w

eeks to be m
icrochipped. 

O
w

ners w
ho fail to have their 

dogs chipped, or do not keep 
details up to date, face crim

inal 
prosecution and a £500 fi ne. 

R
ecent research conducted by 

D
ogs T

rust, the U
K

’s largest dog 
w

elfare charity, show
s 46 per 

cent of ow
ners confessed they 

had not updated their pet’s 

m
icrochips. A

nother 15 per cent 
adm

itted forgetting, nine per 
cent said it w

as too expensive 
and three per cent thought they 
updated autom

atically.
B

esides m
aking it a priority to 

update a pet’s chip, ow
ners can 

m
ake any m

ove a lot less 
stressful for them

selves and 
their pet by follow

ing som
e D

ogs 
T

rust tips:
A

ttach a new
 tag to your dog’s 

collar w
ith your new

 details. 
C

onsider sending your dog 
aw

ay to friends, fam
ily or 

boarding kennels during the 
m

ove. A
lternatively, choose 

a room
 or location w

here your 
dog can stay safe w

hilst the 
m

ove is happening. 
L

eave the dog’s bedding, toys, 
food and w

ater bow
l to be 

packed last. 
Speak to your vet for advice 

on reducing stress.
T

o fi nd out m
ore about 

m
icrochip databases and how

 to 
update a m

icrochip, please visit 
chipm

ydog.org.uk/update-your-
dogs-chip.  

IT’S
 TH

AT tim
e of year again 

w
hen w

e’re looking for your 
nom

inations for the 2015 
Anim

al Action Aw
ards. 

In conjunction w
ith the 

International Fund For Anim
al 

W
elfare, the S

unday Express 
w

ants to fi nd anim
al heroes 

from
 across the U

K
. 

Every year IFAW
 honours 

the achievem
ents of 

individuals w
ho have m

ade a 
signifi cant contribution to 
anim

al w
elfare. 

Last year’s w
inners included 

D
onna and G

raham
 S

treet, 
w

ho rescue and rehabilitate 
injured and sick bats; vet 
Luke G

am
ble, w

ho runs 
charities providing em

ergency 
vets and rabies control in 
areas of the w

orld suffering 
disasters and extrem

e 
poverty; and Jan B

evington for 
years dedicated to helping 
seals, otters and w

hales in 
need of rescue.
Em

ail nom
inations to 

anim
alactionw

eek@
ifaw

.org 
or w

rite to Anim
al Action 

Aw
ards, IFAW

, C
am

elford 
H

ouse, 87-90 Albert 
Em

bankm
ent, London, 

S
E1 7U

D
. 
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Ifyou
haveasm

allforestofreallyheavybram
bletoclear,and

endlessgrasstrim
m

ing
on

slopesthatnorm
alm

owerscan’tgetnear,then
looknofurther.Builtforintensive,heavyduty

work,thispow
erfulhigh-torque2800-3200

vibration-dam
pened

31cc0.8kW
4-stroke

powerunitwillgiveyou
endlessservicewith

justalittleTLC.Being
4-stroke,it’squieterthan

2-strokeengines,doesn’trequireoilm
ixing

in
with

thepetrol,and
islesspolluting.

✔
Finger-tip

control‘Easy-to-Start’system
✔

25.5cm
/10”diam

eterventilated
40-tooth

Tungsten
carbide-tipped

blade
forfaster,saferand

quietercutting
✔

Tw
in-line

bum
p

feed
line

trim
m

er
✔

Padded
adjustable

shoulderharness
and

toolkit
✔

W
eighs

7.4kg/16.28lbs
✔

No
m

ixing
oilw

ith
petrol

Grass
trim

m
er

Tw
in-line
Bum

p
Feed

Brush
cutter

10”
40-tooth

Tungsten
Carbide-tipped

Blade

...PRACTICALSOLUTIONS
FOR

THE
GARDEN

4-STR
OKE

31CC
BRUSH

CUTTER
&

GRASS
TRIM

M
ER

S
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L
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S
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U
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P
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R
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L
IN
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0
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4
4

4
4
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0
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0
O

R
D

E
R

O
N
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E

w
w

w
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an
.co.u

k
Q

U
O

TE
O
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C

O
D

E
E

K
SX

121
W

H
EN

O
R

D
ER

IN
G

C
O

D
E

IT
E

M
P

R
IC

E
Q

T
Y

TO
TA

L

E
K

P
B

C
04

4-Stoke
Brush

Cutter/Line
Trim

m
er-

SAVE
£100

£149.99
E

K
P

B
C

04B
Extra

40-Tooth
Tungsten

Carbide
Tipped

Blade
-

SAVE
£10

£19.99
E

K
P

B
C

04L
Extra

3m
/9ft10”

N
ylon

Cutting
Line

and
spool

£4.99
E

K
L

T
C

01
36V

2-in-1
Telescopic

Cordless
Trim

m
er

&
Chainsaw

-
SAVE

£60
£169.99

W
W

D
32897H

Safety
Glasses

£3.99
S

T
D

Standard
7

W
orking

D
ay

D
elivery

£4.99
–

X
D

Express
2

W
orking

D
ay

D
elivery

£7.99
–

O
R

D
E

R
T

O
T

A
L

£

OurstandarddeliverytoUKmainlandcostsjust£3.99andtakesupto7workingdays.Customershave30daysfrom
receiptofgoodstoapprovepurchase.Ifneeded,simplycallustoarrangereturnofitem

(undamagedandinoriginalpackaging)forareplacementor
refund.Customerservicesline02034550497.Callsto0844numbersarechargedatlocalrateformanycustomers.EckmanisatradingstyleofDirectResponseFulfillmentPLC.RegisteredNumber03000416,EuroHouse,CremersRoad,Sittingbourne,Kent.ME103US.

Ienclose
cheq

ue/P
O

(p
ayab

le
to

E
ckm

an)or
charge

m
y

M
astercard

/V
isa/M

aestro/
V

isa
E

lectron
C

ard
N

o:

Security
No

(last3
digits

on
signature

strip): _
_

_
Expiry

Date:

StartDate:
Issue

No:
Signature:

Nam
e:

Address:

Tel:
Em

ail:

Ifyou
w

ould
rathernotreceive

prom
otionalpostaloffers

from
carefully

selected
third

parties,please
tick

here

ORDER
BY

POST:Eckman(CODE
EKSX121)EuroHouse,

CremersRd,Sittingbourne,KentME103US

AllEckm
an

products
com

e
w

ith
a

30-Day
No-Risk

Approval
Period

so
you

can
order

w
ith

totalconfidence

3
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A
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B
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A
N

T
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W
orkwithoutrestriction,forlonger,with

this
powerful,rechargeable36V

telescopichedge
trim

m
erand

chainsaw.In
justafew

secondsand
withoutanytoolsthedouble-action,twin-edged
(reciprocating)hedgetrim

m
ercan

beconverted
intoan

Oregon
chainsaw

m
eaning

you
can

trim
vast,high

hedgesorlop
thickbranchesquicker

and
easierthan

everbefore.
The36V

batteryprovidesenough
powerforup

to55
m

inutesusepercharge(hedgetrim
m

er),
plus,therearenorestrictionsorapotentially
dangerousm

ainslead
tocutthrough

either.
Thelightweightalum

inium
telescopicshaft

extendsreach
from

5ft11”(1.8m
)toam

assive
9ft(2.75m

)allowing
you

trim
/lop

safelyand
withouttheuseofastep

ladder.Theextra-long
16”(41cm

)trim
m

erbladelocksin
6

different
positionstocuthedgesofallshapesand

sizes.

CORDLESS
CHAIN

SAW
&

HEDGE
TRIM

M
ER

CORDLESS            CHAIN
SAW

   
36

V
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SAW
   

   &
 H

EDGE TRIM
M

ER
CORDLESS            CHAIN

SAW
   

CORDLESS            CHAIN
SAW

   
   &

 H
EDGE TRIM

M
ER

CORDLESS            CHAIN
SAW

   
   &

 H
EDGE TRIM

M
ER

CORDLESS            CHAIN
SAW

   
   &

 H
EDGE TRIM

M
ER

CORDLESS            CHAIN
SAW

   
CORDLESS            CHAIN

SAW
   

CORDLESS            CHAIN
SAW

   
   &

 H
EDGE TRIM

M
ER

CORDLESS            CHAIN
SAW

   
   &

 H
EDGE TRIM

M
ER

CORDLESS            CHAIN
SAW

   
   &

 H
EDGE TRIM

M
ER

2-in-1

No
ladder
required

Chainsaw

lithium
-ion

✔
Raw

Pow
er-36V

rechargeable
lithium

-ion
battery

✔
Long

Lasting
–

up
to

55
m

inutes
use

percharge
✔

Cordless
–

no
m

ains
pow

errestriction

2Y
E
A

R

GUAR
A

N
TEE

GU
A

R
A

N
TEE

✁

Dem
olish

the
toughest

ofbram
ble

&
grass

SAVE
£60

£169
.99

RRP£229.99

JUST

W
ork without restriction, for longer, with this 

9FT
M

A
S
S
IVE

R
E

A
C

H

9FT
R

E
A

C
H

TE
LE

SC
O

P
IC

TE
LE

SC
O

P
IC

SAVE
£100

£149
.99

RRP£249.99

JUST

Specifications:
HedgeTrim

m
er

Cutsthrough
stem

sover1/2”in
dia;Cutting

length:
approx.16”/41cm

;Lightweight(just2.8kg
/

6.17lbsinc.battery);36V
batteryprovidesapprox.

55
m

inscontinuoususe
on

fullcharge

6”Oregon
Chainsaw

/Lopper
Cutsthrough

branchesup
to

6”(15cm
);Chain

speed
of2.5m

etres/sec;Lightweight(just2.48kg
/

5.47lbsinc.battery);36V
batteryprovidesapprox.

30
m

inutescontinuoususe
on

fullcharge;Fitted
with

anti-kickback
device;Oiltank

capacity:100m
l;

Autom
atic

OilFeed


