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bereavements and relationship
breakdowns. Everything from
arranging a mortgage to finding
schools and discovering those
snags you missed during the
estate agent viewing sends
blood pressure soaring.

The stress of being uprooted
is even worse for pets. Losing
cherished territories with all
their homely smells and those
treasured nooks and crannies
where animals can escape when
they want solitude can be
devastating for them.

Cats with their free-roaming
ways are particularly vulnerable
when they suddenly find
themselves plonked in a
new neighbourhood with its
long-established feline pecking
order. Fights with the old kits on
the block, or cats going missing,
can be the consequences of
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For dogs, suddenly arriving in
new surroundings can be
equally stressful and only
creates further woes for owners
already burdened by seemingly
endless “things to do” lists.
There is one essential thing
every dog owner should have
ringed on their moving day
battle chart: ensuring a pet’s
microchip details are updated.
Unfortunately, nearly half of all
home movers forget to pass on a
pet’s new address to databases.
Microchipping is a
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STRESSFUL: Cats and dogs may miss old -.n..:..o and friends

charities fork out £33 million a
year on looking after stray dogs
that cannot be readily identified

From April 6 next year it will
be compulsory for all dogs over
eight weeks to be microchipped.
Owners who fail to have their
dogs chipped, or do not keep
details up to date, face criminal
prosecution and a £500 fine.

Recent research conducted by
Dogs Trust, the UK’s largest dog
‘welfare charity, shows 46 per
cent of owners confessed they
had not updated their pet’s

cent said it was too

oi:m home

@ Speak to your vet for advice
on reducing stress.

® To find out more about
microchip databases and how to
update a microchip, please visit
chipmydog.org.uk/update-your-
dogs-chip.

IT'S THAT time of year again
when we're looking for your
nominations for the 2015
Animal Action Awards.

In conjunction with the
International Fund For Animal
Welfare, the Sunday Express
wants to find animal heroes
from across the UK.

Every year IFAW honours
the achievements of
individuals who have made a
i to

The Birdman

A new book reveals that owls are
more mysterious than we thought

THE MAGIC of owls was fascinating mankind long
before JK Rowling penned the first Harry Potter
novel. Throughout history, some cultures have
hailed these nocturnal hunters for their wisdom
while others feared them as portents of doom.

For birders, seeing an owl always invigorates

those species rarely seen on our shores such as the
elusive Tengmalm’s owl or rare hawk owl can be
called with confidence if given reasonable views.

Birders who think owl identification is nothing
but a hoot will be in for a rude awakening when
they begin reading an early contender for this
year’s best bird book.

Undiscovered Owls is the latest creation of the
inspirational Sound Approach team and follows in
their finest traditions of creating a sumptuous book
of both utmost beauty and revelation.

Drawing clues from a bird by carefully listening
and analysing its vocalisations is the raison d’étre
of the Sound Approach’s handpicked experts who
have opened a whole new dimension to birding
while breaking down scientific barriers in an age
when genetics often trumps traditional fieldwork.

Led by musician and expert sound-recordist
Magnus Robb, Sound Approach has scoured the
length and breadth of the Western Palearctic, the

animal welfare.
Last year’s winners included
Donna and Graham Street,

charities

and three per cent thought they
updated automatically.

Besides making it a priority to
update a pet’s chip, owners can
make any move a lot less
stressful for themselves and
their pet by following some Dogs
Trust tips:

@ Attach a new tag to your dog’s

@ Consider sending your nom
away to friends, family or
boarding kennels during the
move. Alternatively, choose

vets and rabies control
areas of the world suffering
disasters and extreme
poverty; and Jan Bevington for
years dedicated to helping
seals, otters and whales in
need of rescue.

Email nominations to
animalactionweek@ifaw.org
or write to Animal Action
Awards, IFAW, Camelford
House, 87-90 Albert
Embankment, London,

SE1 7UD.

region that spans from the Azores

to the Urals and Arctic to the Sahara, listening and

digitally recording owls in their wild domains.
What readers soon discover from the book - and

expected and that 27 species exist in the region.
For instance, rather than one typical barn owl

there are four species, the others living on the

islands of Madeira, Cape Verde and the Canaries.

® Undi. owls by Sound costs £39.95

from soundapproach.coak

IN ASSOCIATION WITH CJ WILDLIFE

@ For details of how to care for wild
birds visit the CJ WildBird Foods
website at birdfood.co.uk/SE or you
can call 0800 731 2820 for a free
Catalogue Of Garden Wildlife.

Wildlife|
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31CC BRUSH hed.ma
& GRASS TRIMMER

10” &EE.S ::i&m:
y Carbide-tipped Blade

v Finger-tip control ‘Easy-to-Start’ system
v 25.5cm/10” diameter ventilated 40-tooth Tungsten

carbide- tipped blade for faster, safer and quieter cutting

v Twin-line bump feed line trimmer

v Padded adjustable shoulder harness and tool kit

Twin-line
Bump Feed

If you have a small forest of really heavy bramble to clear, and endless grass trimming on
slopes that normal mowers can’t get near, then look no further. Built for intensive, heavy duty
work, this powerful high-torque 2800-3200 vibration-dampened 31cc 0.8kW 4-stroke
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Work without restriction, for longer, with this
powerful, rechargeable 36V telescopic hedge
trimmer and chainsaw. In just a few seconds and
without any tools the double-action, twin-edged
(reciprocating) hedge trimmer can be converted
into an Oregon chainsaw meaning you can trim
vast, high hedges or lop thick branches quicker
and easier than ever before.

The 36V battery provides enough power for up
1o 55 minutes use per charge (hedge trimmer),
plus, there are no restrictions or a potentially
dangerous mains lead to cut through either.

The lightweight aluminium telescopic shaft
extends reach from 5ft 11” (1.8m) to a massive
9ft (2.75m) allowing you trim/lop safely and

positions to cut hedges of all shapes and sizes.

‘Specifications:
Hedge Trimmer
Cuts rough sems over 112 d: Cuting lngt:
approx. 16"/ 41cm; Lightwelght (ust 284g

| No ladder ||| " L e
required

6 Oregon Chainsaw / Lo
. Cuts through branches up to 6 (15cm); Chain
speed of 25melre/sec; Lightweight ust 2480/
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v No mixing oil with petrol it ani-Kickback devi
ORDER ONLINE :

www.eckman.co.uk
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their own allotment and each class have
at least one lesson a week tending it.
Ireckon one lesson per day would be
enough to keep it in shape. It would be an
extremely healthy and educational
activity and the kids would love it.

They should learn that vegetables don’t
actually start life in plastic packages. But
then, even supermarket vegetables that

sowing a seed, watching it grow, then at
the end they get to eat it. Fantastic.

It’s also something they’ll learn that
will guide their future into helping them
to slow down in this forever accelerating
life. You can’t rush a parsnip or a pea. He
comes up in his own time so you gotta go
at his pace. I think he’s got it right.

Years ago an allotment was deemed to

they are... Then they come out with things
like, “I can’t do that now I'm 50” and “I
can’t do that now I'm 60” and so on. If
they didn’t keep count they wouldn’t
know how old they were would they? But.
People do. Here’s another thing.
Somebody said to me the other day, “I'd
love to learn to play the piano but I'm too
old. 'm 60. I'll be 70 by the time I'll be

SALES SUPPORT LINE

0844 441 3010

ORDER BY POST: Eckman (CODE EKSX121) Euro House,

QUOTE OFFER CODE m_amxdnd
WHEN ORDERING

I enclose cheque/PO (payable to Eckman) or charge
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